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Important Information to Know about High School Placement

1. Be aware of the admission requirements of the high schools that you select.
Each Parochial/Catholic High School subscribes to the following basic criteria for admission of students:

· Successful achievement and effort as indicated by the official transcript of 6th, 7th and 8th grade academic achievement (marks/grades) with accompanying standardized test results.

· Satisfactory performance on the COOP Admissions Examination.

· Recommendation of the student’s current school principal and/or 8th grade teacher.

· Record of satisfactory attendance and punctuality.

2. Parochial/Catholic High School Choices

All 8th graders who plan to apply to a Catholic High School must take the COOP Admissions Exam in November.  They will need to select THREE Catholic High Schools that will receive their COOP Exam results.  Please consider the following:

· Make sure that you are eligible for the schools to which you apply.

· Discuss your choices with teachers and staff in order to determine which schools best 
       meet your needs.

· Find out the daily travel time from your home to the school and be sure you are willing to travel the distance required.  Many of the schools provide bus service.
It is very important that you select your three Catholic High School choices carefully and that you list them on official forms in the order of preference.  Some schools will not even consider your choice if you do not place it first in your listing. 

Even if you think that you know for certain that you would like to go to a particular high school, you must still select two other schools in addition to your first preference.  This is very important in the event that your first school of choice is unable to admit you to their program.

REMEMBER, Link Community School covers the cost ($50/student) for the COOP Exam registration, and Mr. Silver will register ALL 8TH GRADE STUDENTS for the exam after High School Night.
3. Deadlines

Parents: Please help your 8th grader meet all his/her deadlines.  Most of the high school applications will require written essays and information which will need to be completed in a quality manner and mailed to the school in a timely manner.  This is important because late or incomplete applications may be overlooked and your child may be placed at a disadvantage. 


 Important Steps for Parents to Follow in the High School Placement Process 
1. Attend Link’s High School Night.
Find out information about application and admission requirements.  Pay particular attention to deadlines for submitting paperwork.  Ask questions about tuition and scholarship opportunities.

2. Schedule a conference with Link’s Director of High School Placement.
You and your child should schedule a meeting with Mr. Silver to discuss your choices, needs, and concerns, and to map out a calendar of important dates and deadlines to observe so that all the necessary paperwork can be completed on time.  If you haven’t scheduled a meeting as of now, please do so.

3. Attend Open Houses at the high schools you are interested in attending.
Plan to attend as many high school Open Houses as you can in order to find out important information about what the schools offer so that you can make the best possible match for your child. Students will be informed of Open Houses for Independent schools, Catholic schools, Magnet schools, Charter schools, and Vocational schools as the information becomes available. The information will be posted on the bulletin board at school, included in the Weekly Messages (parent newsletter published every week) and posted on our website (www.linkschool.org in the Parents section).
4. The COOP Admission Examination and other Entrance Tests/Interviews

Support and help prepare your child for the COOP Exam in November.  

The Independent Schools will have their own admission requirements.  Please let us know if you have difficulty in getting your child to appointments for testing or interviews.

5. Student High School Preparation

Your child will be using ‘Study Hall’ class time (and other after-school sessions) for creating documents, reflections, essays, pictures, and other items that will help showcase your child’s abilities, accomplishments, and interests.  Please encourage your child to take this process very seriously, as it can be of great assistance in interviews, confidence building, and increased self-awareness.


The Cooperative Admissions Examination (COOP Exam)

What is it?

The COOP Exam serves as one of the criteria for admission to approximately 35 participating Parochial/Catholic High Schools.  The exam is composed of two parts.  The aptitude component contains four sections of assessment: sequences, analogies, memory and verbal reasoning.  The achievement component contains three sections of assessment: reading comprehension, mathematics concepts and applications, and language expression.  Parochial/Catholic High Schools use the examination results for making decisions about applicants and also for grouping 9th grade students for teaching purposes.  The COOP Exam is about 4 hours in length and students may take the examination only once.
When is it?

The COOP Exam will take place Friday November 11th 2011.  A make-up exam will be scheduled for those students who may be ill on the regular testing date. A fee will be charged for the make-up examination.

Where will it take place?

The exam will take place at designated sites near Link, but not at Link.  We encourage all parents and students to work with Mr. Silver to ensure that students register to take the COOP Exam as early as possible in order to be assigned to nearby testing sites such as St. Vincent Academy, St. Benedict’s Prep, or Immaculate Conception of Montclair.  Typically, Mr. Silver will register the entire Class of 2012 all at once, in order to ensure test site locale.
Special Needs?

The only accommodation made for special need cases is extended testing time.  If you have a documented need, please let Mr. Silver know and we can complete an Eligibility Form.  These forms must be submitted on or before October 15th.
When will results be available?

Parents will receive a Home Report detailing the results of your child’s performance during late January 2011.  In addition, Catholic School Acceptances will be sent out in late January as well.  This can be VERY helpful for students as it is comforting and exciting to be accepted into a school of choice in January, while awaiting acceptances/declines from Independent, Magnet and Tech schools, which won’t be mailed out until April.

What can you do to help the COOP Exam process run smoothly?

· Schedule a meeting with Mr. Silver before October 27th, 2011 to discuss high school placement.

· Be sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and eats a nutritious breakfast before the test.

· Make sure that your child arrives at the test site on time (by 8:00AM) and has several sharpened No.2 pencils with clean erasers.  It is very likely that Link will provide transportation to and from the exam site.
· Be sure that your child brings his/her Admission Card to the test.

· Observe any deadlines that are given for returning paperwork and be aware of the following dates:


Applying to Newark Public Schools
Newark Magnet Schools

University High School of the Humanities

Science Park High School

Arts High School

Technology High School

American History High School

Essex County Vocational High Schools

North 13th Street Campus

Newark Tech Campus (W. Market St.)

Bloomfield Tech Campus

Application Timeline

(Dates vary according to school; Link will announce the dates when available.)

October -November…………Applications are available

December………………………   Applications are due

December-February…………Entrance Exams on Saturday mornings

April………………………………….Letters of Acceptance mailed out

Typically, the schools DO NOT mail out letters of decline and instead give the decline list to Mr. Silver in the High School Placement office.  Those students that do not get a letter are to assume they were not accepted.

Students that are not accepted to any school of their choice must then go to the high school in your area and register your child. The registration period is usually in August.

